
533.212-1 General.
      (a)  The contractor may elect to appeal the contracting officer’s decision by filing a notice of appeal

with the Civilian Board of Contract Appeals (CBCA) or by filing suit in the United States Court of Federal
Claims (COFC). In cases brought before the CBCA, GSA is represented by the GSA Office of General
Counsel (OGC). In cases brought before the COFC, GSA is represented by the Department of Justice
(DOJ), with the assistance of OGC.

      (b)  When a case is brought before the CBCA or the COFC, OGC will notify the contracting officer of
the designated litigation counsel (the GSA attorney responsible for handling the case). The contracting
officer shall provide assistance to designated litigation counsel as specified in this section or as otherwise
requested by designated litigation counsel.

      (c)  Notwithstanding the filing of an appeal, the contracting officer retains existing authorities with
respect to the administration of the contract. However, the contracting officer is not authorized to
represent GSA before the CBCA or the COFC or to an attorney representing the contractor. If the
contracting officer is contacted by an attorney for the contractor, the contractor’s attorney must be
referred to GSA’s designated litigation counsel.

      (d)  If a contractor appeals a decision that has been deemed to be denied in accordance with the
Contract Disputes Act (CDA), the CBCA or COFC may require the contracting officer to issue a decision
in accordance with the CDA at 41 U.S.C. §605.
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